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Bradford Area Occupational Health and Safety Forum
Minutes from meeting held on Tuesday 2 September 2008

1. Present

Jane Howie, Andrew Mawson, Chris Flint, Graeme Raey, Wendy Bland, Rob Holmes, Mr Divan, Carol Duerden, Tony Smith, Dave Towers, Lyndsey Bennett 
The Forum welcomed a new member, Mike Quiggan of Bradford Resource Centre
Apologies: John Blanchfield, Mike Gledhill
2. Minutes of last meeting

These were accepted.

3. Matters arising 
a) Mike Quiggan from Bradford Resource Centre & Community Statistics Project gave a brief presentation on the background and work of the Bradford Occupational Health Project (BOHP).
b) Jackie May Francis from the Occupational Health Department of Airedale NHS Trust will now be joining the Forum as a representative for the Health Authority.  Michael Brookes’ nomination was made in error and therefore will not be joining the Forum.  The PCT representatives still require pursuing.

ACTION: Jane to revise Working Group Members list and pursue Chris about PCT contacts.
4. Development Workers Report
a) Jane Howie produced a report on the Working for a healthier tomorrow Seminar/Work, Health & Wellbeing Project, which included proposals by Eleanor Green to facilitate part of the Seminar and to produce a report and action plan. Jane Howie, John Blanchfield and Andrew Mawson met with Roz Hall (Partnership Co-ordinator for the Local Strategic Partnership) to present this report and to bid for funds to support the Seminar. Roz Hall provided a contact for possible funding, David Preston from the Community Involvement Unit. Jane has made contact with David who is awaiting confirmation from Moira Wilson, Strategic Director of Adult Services.  Roz did however agree to fund and facilitate a meeting between the Health and Wellbeing Partnership (HWP) and the Economic Partnership (EP), where the Forum would present the issues and produce evidence of occupational health statistics for Bradford.  Further information on the meeting with Roz Hall included in agenda item 5.  
b) Officers from both the Forum and BOHP met for the first of their bi-monthly meetings, which was agreed at the last working group meeting. There was much discussion and planning for the Working for a healthier tomorrow Seminar and the Work, Health and Wellbeing Project with the Local Strategic Partnership. Mike Quiggan provided details of the Big Plan meeting, which Jane Howie and Andrew Mawson subsequently attended.
c) Jane Howie and Carol Duerden will be attending the European Hazards Network Conference in Bologna on 10-12 October 2008.  The opportunity to attend this event arose following attendance at Hazards Conference in Newcastle Under Lyme (where the Forum had a stand) and a decision had to be made promptly.  It has been agreed that the BOHP will pay accommodation costs, and the Forum will pay for the travel.
d) There is to be a third sector review and consultation with voluntary and community sector organisations.  The new strategic partnerships are now more condensed with high- ranking officers from various departments sitting on the five thematic partnerships.  C Net provisionally has some places on the partnerships, but through the review, these places will be confirmed and a clearer route for entering into dialogue with the partnerships will become established.  However, the Forum has been busily trying to establish links with the HWP already, and has met with Moira Wilson – more information included in agenda item 5.
e) Jane Howie issued the member survey to all 600+ members by post and email. To date we have received 49 responses, 29 by email and 20 by post. The exercise has proved useful as many email addresses were no longer current and Jane is able to update the member’s database.  The results from the survey are yet to be analysed, but early indications show there is a 50/50 divide on those members willing to contribute to a membership subscription/attending seminars.

f) The Forum and Bradford RSI Group (which is a sub-group of the Bradford Occupational Health Project/WHAT) recently attended a Voluntary Groups Open Day at Bradford Royal Infirmary with provision of stand and information.

g) There has been a significant increase of visitors to the Forum website since 2007. The website was, on average, receiving around 700 visits per month, but for the past few months, this has increased to 2000. It was speculated that this is due to raising awareness of the Forum, as well as the recent press the Forum has received during the funding crisis.
5. Strategic Development
a) Jane Howie circulated a copy of the report she produced for the meeting with Roz Hall, and the delivery plans for the HWP and EP, and asked the group members to consider the Forum’s strategic position two fold:
i) how the Forum can influence occupational health and safety in Bradford; and

ii) how the Forum can deliver seminars, newsletters that help the district deliver their goals and aims. 

b) Roz Hall, Moira Wilson & Anita Simms will meet on 8 September 2008 to discuss occupational health.  It was agreed that the Forum could be consulted on any papers that arise on occupational health.

ACTION: All group members to provide feedback on item a) and Jane to provide link to the Big Plan on the Forum website.
6. HSE/Environment & Neighbourhoods – Safer Communities Event
Chris Flint provided an update on the Safer Communities Event taking place in Bradford.  This will involve two weeks of inspections in the Bradford area beginning on 20 October.  The inspections will be carried out by HSE and LA inspectors, and they will be targeting businesses that have not had an inspection from the enforcing authority, or those that have not been inspected for some time.  HSE Construction inspectors will also be involved and targeting new build and refurbishing sites.    
7. Seminar planning – Working for a healthier tomorrow in Bradford
The next seminar, taking place on 24 September and entitled ‘Working for a healthier tomorrow’ will be chaired by Andrew Mawson.  Jane has drafted an agenda, which includes the following speakers:
· Susan Gee, Bradford Occupational Health Team – Reducing sickness absence through collaboration with GPs
· John Hamilton, Bradford and Bingley Building PLC 
· Jenny Collins, Bradford RSI Group – book launch 
· Hilda Palmer, Hazards 
· PCT to be confirmed
· Dame Carol Black
Eleanor Green will chair the question and answer session on ‘How we make aspirations for Bradford a reality’ (providing funding is made available).
ACTION: Jane to circulate flyer to group members for distribution via email. 
8. Safety Reps Update
No items under this agenda item. 
9. Accounts
To the end of June (first quarter), the Forum’s actual spend is close to projected spend. Misc is slightly over budget, as well as publications.  Seminars are over budget significantly due to increased hire costs at the Carlisle Business Centre. Jane has reduced her hours by 5 per week so that there will be more money in the bank account at the end of the financial year.
10. Any other business

There was no other business.
11. Date of next meeting

Thursday 16 October at 10am, Room 1, Jacobs Well, 6th Floor.
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