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Application for the Alan Butler Awards for Excellence 2007

Category 4 – Best Communications
Chosen means of communication 
Bradford Area Occupational Health and Safety Forum (BAOHSF) website

www.baohsf.org.uk
The website started to be revamped in September 2006 with work completed in January 2007. The site was built on a new design which is easy to navigate and uses JavaScript visual cues.  This site is updated and maintained regularly by the Development Worker to help keep people informed of the work of BAOHSF.
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Topics Chosen 
The BAOHSF website is there so that people can find information to enable them to help reduce workplace ill health and accidents. The website is divided into various different topics, these include: Homepage, News, Events, BASRA, Securing Health Together, Contacts, Links, H&S Service Directory.
Homepage  - sets out what BAOHSF is and its goals and also includes a bit of history. It also includes the RoSPA logo which links to the RoSPA site.

Newspage – this section includes downloadable presentations from speakers; reports on strategic developments; downloadable copies of our Well @ Work newsletters; and notice of upcoming occupational health and safety seminars.
Events – This details recent seminars that the Forum has organised and details of future events.  When the booking forms and flyers for seminars are available they are added to this section.  This page invites visitors to suggest ideas for future events and seminars.

BASRA (Bradford Areas Safety Reps Association)– this page contains specific news from the Forum’s Safety Reps sub group. Useful downloadable documents for safety reps are placed here.  We have experimented with an embedded YouTube video which we created from the Workers Memorial Day 2007 event in Bradford onto this page.  
Securing Health Together – downloadable copy of BAOHSF Securing Health Together in the Bradford District 2006-2009 – A local occupational health and safety strategy, has both our old and new strategies and progress reports.

Contact us page – This contains contact details for the Forum in one easy to find location. There is a direct email link and a downloadable membership form.

Links – we link to various useful occupational health and safety sites. The links for the HSE, Hazards, NHS Plus, Health Work Matters, Work and Health information gateway, RoSPA, Bradford RSI group and Sheffield Occupational Health Advisory Service are all found here. Visitors can link to the sites by clicking on the individual logos or the respective organisations.
H&S services – this page opens up the Directory of Occupational Health Services in the Bradford District, which was produced this year by the Forum.
Target population 
Our target population is our six hundred plus members, SMEs, and all employers and employees in the Bradford area.

Some articles are targeted at generic working sectors, whilst specific articles are aimed at certain s sectors, such as construction or the textile industry etc.

The Forum is a partnership of Public, Private and Voluntary and Trade Union organisations and representatives from each of these sectors are involved with the Forum and are helping to improve the health, safety and welfare of people at work.  One of the tools used for communication is the website, one that is rapidly growing in its usefulness. 

Evaluation of impact 

The impact of the website has been increasing significantly since the beginning of the revamp. Usage before the revamp was between 120 and 260 people per month this has now increased to between 350 and 870.  (see graph for more details).

2006 Usage Statistics
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2007 Usage Statistics
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Please Note – 

· Scales used are not the same on both charts.

· Usage for November 2007 is artificially low, as chart produced mid November.

· Usage for December 2007 not available as chart produced in November.

The use of embedding video clippings into our website is to be developed more in the coming year, and footage of the Lighten the Load in Bradford seminar is awaiting to be edited and embedded onto the site.  This new media is expected to attract people’s attention and enable them to enjoy using the site.

The website development has been undertaken jointly by the Development Worker and her son who is studying website design with the Open University and has given his time free of charge, as he was pleased to practice and experiment with some of his new skills on the BAOHSF site.
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