International Workers’ Memorial Day 2011 in Bradford
Mourn the dead – fight for the living
Members of Bradford Area Safety Reps Association, Trades Union members, and families and friends of local people who have died or been injured and or made ill by their work will be getting together on the 28th April for International Workers Memorial Day .  They will rally together at noon in the memorial garden at the back of Bradford City Hall.
The council will be lowering the flags on City Hall as a mark of respect and Chief Executive Tony Reeves has been invited to the memorial.  
UCATT has requested that building workers in the city centre take time out from the construction so as there is a little peace for ten minutes and so they can join in the memorial.
There will be a minutes silence and placing of wreaths and flowers followed by speeches from GMB National Safety Officer, John McClean,  Construction union UCATT’ Mark Martin and the Workers’ Health Advice Team.

 Jane Howie from Bradford Area Safety Reps Association said “ The officially released number of workers who are killed in Britain is reported as 152 for last year, in reality the number is approximately 300 times this and stands at around 45,000. The remarkable difference is because the HSE headline statistics do not cover people who die because of occupational diseases such as occupational cancer, heart and respiratory diseases, mental illness and injuries.”
“This year there is attack after attack on health and safety legislation and cuts in inspections that will kill even more workers.  The so called burden on business red tape will be cut and most firms will be assured an inspector will never call and we are told that this is being done for safety’s sake. In fact the total cost of neglecting workplace health and safety barely falls at all on business.  The costs fall on individuals and society as a whole through the benefits system and the NHS.
“This year more than ever workers need to fight for their lives, while the cuts hurt like hell the cuts in Health and Safety legislation will kill.”
It is estimated that in 2012 six thousand people in the UK will die from their previous exposure to asbestos dust alone,  and this death toll is set to continue rising until 2025.  As well as builders and trades men these figures include a growing number of teachers and support staff working in schools. 
Before the 12 noon Workers Memorial Day commemoration Bradford Area Occupational Health and Safety Forum has organised an Asbestos Kills seminar which will take place at the Impressions Gallery in Centenary Square.  It is free for employers, trade unions safety reps and occupational health and safety specialists in the district to attend.  Irwin Mitchell, Thompsons Solicitors and GMB Learning and Organising Together have sponsored this event.
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