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Bradford Occupational Health & Safety Forum
Minutes from meeting held on Tuesday 14 December 2010
1. Present: Andrew Mawson, John Blanchfield, Jane Howie, Wendy Bland, Kirsty Townend, Tony Smith, Graham Reay, Rob Holmes, Terry Britton, Ann Hall

Apologies: Will Mulhollen, Carol Duerden, Noreen Metcalfe, Victoria Smith, Sikandar Divan
2. Minutes of last meeting (9 Nov 2010)

These were accepted.

3. Matters arising
Item 3. 4. f. Jane had requested a speaker from ‘Bradford Workplace Health and Well-Being Centre.’ To attend this meeting but they had been unable to send anyone.  Jane will approach them again with a request to speak in the future.

Item 4.b .Jane spent a day with the front line advisors of Job Centre Plus to gain a flavour of the advice given to > 50s.  She found the working environment to be supportive of the unemployed.  Trial jobs are on offer where both employer and potential employee can discontinue the deal if the arrangement does not work out. Sue Webster is the Job Centre contact.

 Item 5.3 Mr Divan had not  yet contacted Jane with details of the issues he had raised at the meeting so she was unable to take this forward with the Health, Work and Wellbeing Group.
Item 5.4 Telegraph and Argus have retracted their story concerning white asbestos being safe

Item 5.6  Kirsty said the trench collapse in Bradford is still under police investigation.

The following four items were not discussed due to an urgent issue regarding loss of funding of the Forum

4.     Development Workers Report
Not discussed
   5.    Working Group Members Feedback/Reports
Not discussed
6.    Strategic Development
.
Not discussed
7.   Seminar Feedback and Planning

             Not discussed
      8.  Safety Reps Update
           Bradford Area Safety Reps Association is planning a Workers Memorial Day for next year.
9.   Accounts and Budgets
Bradford and Airedale PCT have decided not to support BOAHSF via continuing commissioning post March 2011  the expected amount for recommissiong was £24.5K.  The PCT provided advice on other organisations to approach for funding and advice i.e. The Big Fund from the Government, which was providing £100 million as transitional support to the voluntary sector.  Also, VCS partnership project.  BAOHSF decided to approach both groups in the first instance to see if they would take up responsibility for the funding. 
Discussion took place on how the Forum could continue without the budget support.  It was decided:

1.  Appeal the decision of the PCT providing information that the group had met its targets and delivered to national indicators.
2.  Approach the two groups suggested by the PCT to request their support

3.  Contact BOPWHAT to enquire if they can provide some office space, use of telephone and some admin support to deal with seminar booking etc on behalf of the Forum.  

4.  Approach BOPWHAT  to enquire if some kind of merger could take place with BAOHSF to enable both groups reach a bigger audience.   The Forum membership, its experience in organising and delivering seminars, their records of accomplishment at winning awards, its strategy, expertise, TU membership and its shared agenda on Health and Safety are all strong points in the group’s favour.
5.  Give notice to close the office in Keighley also give notice to broadband and telephone providers.

6.  To canvass other organisations to support financially the seminars we put on.
7.  Andrew to contact the treasurer to obtain actual spending on seminars, advertising, printing etc and to establish the Forum assets.

8.  Should all avenues to obtain funding fail, Andrew will seek advice on Jane’s employment contract, redundancy terms and period of notice. He will circulate the information ahead of the January meeting where this can be discussed again.
10. Asbestos Campaign
Terry Britton told the group about the demonstration that he took part in on behalf of Bradford Asbestos Victims’ Support Group, which took place in London on 9th December.  Some of this was upstaged by the student protests against the raising of tuition fees, which unfortunately took place at the same time.  The asbestos protest had to go ahead on the 9th to link with other demonstrations taking place around the world. The Government of Canada are being lobbied by Asbestos Groups – protesting against them considering to fund the reopening of an asbestos mine.  Graham Reay also said he had written to the Canadian Tourist Board protesting about the export of asbestos to the developing world by Canada but had received no reply to date.  Six members of the protest group were given access to Downing Street where they handed over their protest letter, MPs in Bradford were asked to attend this.
11. AOB

None
12.  Date of next meeting
Thursday 13 January 2011, 10am – Noon, room 6, 6th floor Jacobs Well.
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