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The costs of STF

Å£300m+ pa to UK employers.

Å£1000m+ pa to society.

ÅSTF are the most common cause (35%) of 

non-fatal major injuries (more than 5600 

injuries pa).

ÅFractures 76%, amputations 6% and burns 

4%.



The costs of STF

ÅSTF are the second most common cause of 

over 3 day injuries (21%).

ÅTypically sprains and strains 42%

ÅContusions 20%

ÅSuperficial injuries 

ÅFractures.



ñNo win, no feeò compensation

¹ Common law duty of care & negligence & 

HSAW ñgeneral dutiesò are close parallels in 

the civil and criminal branches of the law.

¹Employerôs and Public Liability Insurance 

premiums.

¹ Undertake risk assessment then implement 

and monitor safe working practices ïBomb 

proof!



Accident causation
ÅActual investigations carried out by LA 

inspectors.

ÅWhat did they find?



Enforcement investigation findings

Å800 investigated incidents examined

ïRetail, catering and leisure accounted for 

2/3.

ïIn retail sites the injured person was as 

likely to be a member of the public as an 

employee.

ïSlips predominant at catering sites, injured 

person almost always an employee.

ïLeisure activity injuries mainly associated 

with slips by members of the public.



Slips investigations

Å66% linked with contaminants

ïpoor cleaning practice/management

ïinadequate prevention of 

contamination

Å11% of incidents quote the floor as 

being inherently unsuitable



Trip & fall investigations
ÅPhysical condition of the floor

ïDamage

ïTrip hazard occurred through bad design 

or installation

ÅWorking activity factors 

ïlittering & working debris 

ïthe way that the worker carried out the task 

or activity



Slips and trips eLearning package

ÅAn introduction to slips and trips and interactive 

learning pack 

Åwww.hse.gov.uk/slips/step/index.htm

ÅLook at this before starting your risk assessment.

ÅGeneral s&t section suitable for most workplaces, 

with ones for food processing, catering, 

education and health services sectors.  

http://www.hse.gov.uk/slips/step/index.htm


Topic inspection pack. Slips and trips

ÅFactors to help an inspector assess an 
organisationôs standard of management and 
attitude towards health & safety and s&t.

ÅExpectation ïexamples of good practice.

Å Gathering the evidence ïto build up a 
picture of the workplace.

ÅRefers to use of SAT, to help employers, 
inspectors, dutyholders to reach an informed 
conclusion regarding slip potential.



Surtronic Duo ïsurface roughness meter.



Topic inspection pack. Slips and trips

ÅRisk assessment:-

ÅTable 1, page 19 details generic control 
measures for preventing s&t.

ÅContamination:- work activities;

buildings/machinery; drainage; containment;  
cleaning & removal. 

ÅFlooring:- condition and slip resistance.

ÅWork environment.

ÅType of footwear.

ÅHuman factors:- task; health; training.



Prosecution ïfloor contamination



Slip and arrested fall on cleaned, wet 

floor.



Sketch of first floor area



Holed walkway ïNHS trust



Fractured skull in kitchen



Supermarket in-store bakery floor re-surfaced.



Use of Surtronic Duo





Slip and fall on cleaned wet floor in gym.





Fall down banking at golf club


