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Duty Holdersé..

ÅAre you confident 

no-one will disturb 

asbestos in your 

premises?



Duty Holdersé..

Å Have all the ACMs been identified?

Å Are you confident in your survey 
results?

Å How will you manage areas not 
accessed in the survey?

Å Will refurb surveys be carried out as 
necessary?

Å Is the register up-to-date?

Å Will registers be checked before 
refurb/maintenance work?

Å Will info be passed to contractors?

Å What do you expect contractors to do 
about asbestos?



ÅIntroduction 

ÅOverview of Duty-to-Manage

ÅMain Issues:

ïSurveys 

ïManaging maintenance and 

refurbishment work

Agenda



ASBESTOS:
óThe Greatest Single Cause 

of Work Related Deaths in 

the UKô



Annual work-related deaths 

(estimated 8000-12000)
Asbestos Cancers

>4000pa 



Asbestos Risk

Å Asbestos is NOT an ACUTE POISON

Å But it has to be treated like one!!

Å There is NO safe level of exposure 

Å Every exposure increases the risk of 
disease ie Cumulative Risk

ï Unknown previous exposures

ï Unknown future exposures

Å Every exposure needs to be 
prevented or reduced to the 
absolute minimum possible!!!!



Typical officeéCeiling Tile 

removal September 2010



Next dayéédiscovered
Å Å Ceiling tiles were asbestos

Å Office workers cleaned up

Å Expensive photocopier 
contaminated

Å Several PCs contaminated

Å Various filing cabinets with 
confidential files, clientôs 
papers contaminated

Å Carpet, fittings, furnishings etc 
contaminated

Å Asbestos register passed to 
contractorséé.what happened 
next?????



Plumbing Job:

September 2010

ÅñSimpleò plumbing job 

Å Installing new radiators 

and pipework

ÅVarious rooms 

contaminated

ÅHeavy contamination of 

workers

ÅType 2 survey had been 

carried outé..   



How Many Buildings Contain 
ACMs?

ÅVarious estimates
ï0.5 - 2m industrial / commercial 

buildings
ï2.4 m domestic premises

Year 
Built

Total 
Stock

Houses Flats

% % 
asbestos

% 
asbestos

< 1945 38 <<1 <1
1945 - 64 22 ~5 ~30
1965 - 84 26 ~30 ~60
1985 - 94 8 ~5 ~5

> 1994 6 <<1 <<1


